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To: An Bord Pleanála 
c/o 
Mr. Conor Frehill 
HW Planning  
No. 5 Joyce House 
Barrack Square 
Ballincollig 
Co. Cork 
P31 KP84 

Subject: Student Accommodation (The Green Quarter) 

Issued by: Softcopy to cfrehill@hwplanning.ie 

Date: 15 November 2021 

A Dhaoine Uaisle 

The Technological University of the Shannon (formerly Athlone Institute of Technology) sets out in its Master 

Plan for the Athlone Campus the key strategic development of the provision of student accommodation. This 

strategic objective aims to provide, in part, the capacity needed for the projected growth in the years ahead in 

students entering higher education. The University is not in a position in the short term to provide purpose 

built student accommodation (PBSA) directly for two reasons, as outlined in the Master Plan; 

1) Space – the Athlone Campus does not have suitable space available to develop PBSA and the

acquisition of new lands will be required in advance for the University to undertake a development

2) Funding – A major challenge is funding availability for higher education institutes to develop  PBSA

directly. The Higher Education Authority (HEA) are currently working towards developing funding

models and mechanisms for the development, although the timelines for same are yet to be determined

The student numbers are growing and increased accommodation capacity remains a strategic objective for 

TUS. It is projected that the student numbers attending TUS Athlone Campus will increase by up to 11% by 

2024. 

It is in this context that TUS welcomes and supports the proposed Green Quarter development at Cartrontroy, 

Kilnafaddoge and Lissywollen in Athlone. The proposed development is in close proximity to the TUS 



Athlone Campus and will provide a modern, high quality and safe accommodation for students attending TUS, 

and will play an important part in providing the increased students accommodation capacity required to enable 

the University to continue meeting its objectives in higher education. 

Subject to the proposed development meeting all necessary statutory, regulatory and other applicable 

guidelines and standards, TUS welcomes and supports the planning application process. 

Is mise, le meas 

Signed 

Mr Cormac Cloonan 

Estates Manager, TUS Athlone Campus 



 



Tuesday, 23 November 2021 

RE: STUDENT ACCOMMODATION, ATHLONE CO. WESTMEATH. 

To whom it may concern, 

Lisney were retained by Avenir Homes Limited to review demand for student accommodation in Athlone and advise on 

key outline design considerations for this component of the proposed Strategic Housing Development in the Lissywollen 

South Framework Area, Athlone. 

The student accommodation market in Athlone is currently characterised by a mix of focused student housing, diggs 

accommodation and those renting in the private market. They are also a key demographic of day commuters to college 

in Athlone who do not reside overnight in the area. There is demand for new dedicated student accommodation in 

Athlone, which is reflected in Westmeath County Council’s decision to zone the subject lands for such purposes. We 

are of the view that there is demand for 250-300 bed spaces, based on a review of local market information. The need 

to address this demand is of critical importance to the functioning local housing market, with reports of students staying 

in hotel rooms commonplace in recent months. It is considered that the provision of dedicated student accommodation 

will also free up homes for families and young professionals in the private rental market. 

If there are any questions on the contents of this letter, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours sincerely, 

Martin O’Halloran 

Divisional Director 





 



 



 




